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JOAN THE ORIGINAL AND PRESUMPTUOUS

Joan of Arc, a village girl from the Vosges, was born about 1412; burnt for heresy,
witchcraft, and sorcery in 1431; rehabilitated after a fashion in 1456; designated Venerable
in 1904; declared Blessed in 1908; and finally canonized in 1920. She is the most notable
Warrior Saint in the Christian calendar, and the queerest fish among the eccentric worthies of
the Middle Ages. Though a professed and most pious Catholic, she was in fact one of the first
Protestant martyrs. She was also one of the first apostles of Nationalism, and the first French
practitioner of Napoleonic realism in warfare as distinguished from the sporting ransom-—
gambling chivalry of her time. She was the pioneer of rational dressing for women, and, like
Queen Christina of Sweden two centuries later, and innumerable obscure heroines who have
disguised themselves as men to serve as soldiers and sailors, she refused to accept the specific
woman’s lot, and dressed and fought and lived as men did.

(extracted from George Bernard Shaw'’s preface)
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Play Directed by

COLIN TUFNELL

FOR THIS PRODUCTION
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Scene 1 — Castle of Vaulcouleurs 1429

Scene 2 — Castle of Chinon

Scene 3 — The South bank of the river Loire, near Orleans

Scene 4 — A tent in the English Camp

Scene 5 — The ambulatory in the Cathedral of Rheims

Scene 6 — Rouen, 30th May 1431. A hall in the Castle

Epilogue — June 1456, The bed chamber of Charles VII, a windy night

There will be one interval of 15 minutes after Scene 4.

Refreshments will be served at the rear of the auditorium.



