A NOTE ON THE PLAY

Shaw describes the play as a “ Fantasia in the Russian manner
on English themes,” which immediately arouses our interest when
we remember that Shaw was an Irishman. The English themes are
obvious in the play but it is the manner of their presentation that
sets “ Heartbreak House ” apart from the author’s other plays.

We are in England, or indeed Europe, before the 1914-18 war.
Captain Shotover keeps a strange house, where contemporary
thought is typified and speaks its mind. Vice sits down with virtue
and hope pulls up a chair. Whatsoever things are true, honest, just,
pure, lovely and of good report ; if there be any virtue think on
these things. And whatsoever things are not true, not honest, not
just, not lovely and not charitable—think, in Heartbreak House,
on these things too.

To the poor in heart Shaw gives what Lear requested when his
wits had gone—an ounce of civet to sweeten his imagination. But
Shotover, with some reason left, cries “ Courage will not save you,
but it will show that your souls are still alive.”

Brave words for us in the nuclear age when science cries Bleep !
Bleep ! from outer space like a cosmic cuckoo 1n the heavenly nest.
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Produced by JOHN M. GOBEY

The action of the play takes place at Captain Shotover’s house

in the period preceding the 1914-18 war.

Act 1. Late Afternoon.
Act 2. After dinner.

Act 3. Later—in the garden.

There will be an interval of five minutes between Acts 1 and 2

and one of fifteen minutes between Acts 2 and 3.
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